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r  Statement . 

•-•pyg  SiTT  JOON.  716  Goyl^jag  Rd.,  S'porc. 

(tcld  In  his  ovn  v.  ore  a ) . 

I  Xi\  s  in  the  SS7F  under  Cupt .  Yep  rhong  Geek,  until  the  surrender 
end  disbandraont  under  orders. 4  I  wont  to  live  with  friends  at  1/uvonder 
Street  Corner  Bar. 

On  tho  17th  yob  19i*2  at  12  o'clock  we  were  told  by  the  reupcl-tai 
(jap  Military  police)  that  wo  rjiet  fco  to  jaltn  Boaor  to  be  inturned’end  wo 
uust  bring  nith  ns  two  or  threo  day,.  rafcicu.  "o  cut ived  at  tho  pJaco  at 
k  o'clock  .nd  found  tho  p.'.-co  full  of  people,  (quito  a  few  thousands  of  then 
c  wore  then  put  into  u  house  in  s*ed  ;kl:,*i  Rd.  where  they  were  already  full. 
The  uroa  ullotted  to  us  was  freu  Maude  Rd.  to  Syod  Alwi  Rd.  with  barbod 
wires  around,  and  no  one  should  cross  over  these  wires,  if  they  do  they 
will  be  shot.  All  tho  housos,  street  corners,  five -foot  way,  end  siong 
Liu  saw  1,411s  are  packed  like  sardines,  and  could  hardly  walk  freely. 

Cooking  is  very  difficult.-  water  is  source,  and  theta  places  wore  very 
dirty,  still  uore  people  are  coming  in.  All  could  hardly  sleep  when  night 
oauc,  bcoauso  of  short  cf  space,  and  the  only  way  to  sleep  is  to  sit  down 
and  crossed  our  legs, 

jTe  stayed  thorc  for  tv7o  days, } and  wore  later  told  by  the  japs 
•  that  ell  tho  fauily  can  return  to  their  houos  on  the  uorning  of  tho  19th, 
ond  icon  end  boys  obovo  sixteen  years  are  not  allowed  to  go;  early  In  tho 
uorning  cf  tho  19th  ell  of  thou  (tho  f sullies  )wcro  lined  up  in  a  long  queue 
roody  to  louvo  the  ouup.  3I1C  japs  ccrz>  at  about  G  o'clock  and  told  thou 
that  thoy  can  go  new.  •  hon  uy  wife  and  oliildron  had  loft  no  that  day,  I 
went  back  to  the  houso  anxiously  awaiting  to  go  back  houc. 

At  2  p.u.  19th  Feb  icch  Jiak  Yong  told  ue  thet  tho  japs  have 
called  out  for  2nd  Batn.  Chinese  Vo  2  unto  or  a  to  surrendor.  I  got  out  and 
saw  a  crowd  of  Chinese  uround  u  white  banner  with  Chinese  characters  on  it, 
and  a  Chinese  standing  under  this  banner  asking  has  anybody  soon  Mr.  Tan 
Rah  Kco|  nebody  answored.  He  then  told  the  ixn  that  the  japancso  wanted 
all  the  chinose  volunteers  to  surrender  1  if  thoy  dc,  they  will  bo  given  a 
pass  to  go  back  hcx»  end  c  Job  as  a  pcO.iOuuar.j  fl  v.hey  do  net  ourrondcr  and 
if  caught  within  three  days  thoy  will  be  shot  to  death,  I  left  tho  uob  of 
listonors  and  wont  in  scorch  of  ly  volunteer  friends,  and  there  I  found  Cpl, 
Chia  Tiang  Bee,  Cpl.  Koh  Jink  yong  uvl  few  other  volunteers,  I  askod  thou 
whether  it  is  uecosjar:-;  for  >io  -;a  aurrendur ;  they  told  us  not  tc  dc  anything 
yot  as  thoy  wish  to  find  cut,  .0  then  wrJJcud  to  the  gato  and  thoro  wo 
saw  a  crowd  cf  people,  some  oro  volunteers  outside  tho  gate  giving  their 
nanos  and  addresses,  and  tho  one  who  is  taking  down  tho  records  are  one  cf 
cur  "E"  Ccy.  non,  and  furthoracro  we  saw  at  tho  gate  netr  the  exit  oro 
Lieut,  CJch  Slew  Lae  and  Ur.  Yap  Ti-n  Chyo, 

gc me  of  the  civilians  let  loose  after  being  questioned,  and  wore 
given  an  identif iccticn  stamp  on  the  p.-lu  of  their  hands,  Our  turn  cooes 
next  with  Cpl*  Tiang  Ece  leading,  as  soon  as  wo  passed  the  goto  I  hoard 
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somebody  say,  here  they  cro .  Cpl>  Tthng  Bee  woro  being  rocognized  end  he 
t/us  tcid  to  bring  us  to  lop  lo  'Ho  nan  in  charge  cn  tha  left.  lie' it. 

Goh  assured  us  that  wo  will  be  all  r.i/£»t.  us  ho  will  lc<-k  after  us  vclun- 
toors  end  not  to  worry,  p/o  n«ro  tber  ini’.  in  and  unrobed  to  the  yicccriu 
Bridge  school  and  wore  put  An  ;ha  dr  i.-.l  hal •:o  wore  thars  for  quite  a 
while,  and  Li  out  „  Goh  caj..o  out  mid  rcld  us  to  g'vo  our  nar.03  and  addresses 
again  as  ho  wished  to  h..vo  all  records  of  us,  aftor  this  he  loft  us  and  wo 
nover  saw  him  egain. 

['.’hen  morning  came  about  9  or  10  o'clock  throe  lorries  and  one 
private  car  cane  to  our  p.Lac.';  one  Ictry  was  full  of  japs,  Thoy  surrounded 
our'plcco  and  cumo  .'.nto  cur  hul.lj  they  v/ca  o  treed  with  Bren  Guns ,  and  told 
us  to  stand  up  in  two  rows  of  35  oa'-h,  than  simply  viod  o ii  hand 3  behind  oui 
backs  and  told  us  to  go  out  to  the  empty  truck,  our  .terries  wei  out  with 
tho  priveto  car  loading,  .0  passed  Lavender  street,  Kailang  pi-. ,  got  into 
Groove  Road  and  then  to  Chong! •  vo  wore  expecting  the  lorry  to  stop  at  the 
Changi  Jail,  but  tc  cur  surprise  they  kept  on  moving,  then  wo  know  cf  our 
fate,  thet  we  are  going  to  be  shot, 

Aftor  sovoral  minutes  tho  first  lorry  stopped  senewhore  near 
tho  custom  house.,  xhc  prisoners  were  told  tc  got  down,  and  wore  tokon  to 
tho  houso  and  searched  md  relieved  of  all  their  possessions,  such  as  gold 
rings,  cash,  geld  watches  and  other  ariic.os,  The  lorry  which  I  was  in 
came  next  1  it  sroppid  hut  wo  were  net  scorched,  Tho  japs  told  us  to  Join 
the  others,  "c  wore  turn  Void  to  go  down  to  the  beach,  (just  like  a  flock 
of  shoop  going  to  tho  slough  S' or).  I’o  could  hardly  movo  when  wo  saw  tho 
firing  squad.  some  of  us  crlnrK  some  col '.lag  for  their  parents,  as  regards 
to  myself  I  cried  too  out  could  shirt  no  twnvu,  my  limbs  wore  as  cold  as 
ioc  when  I  looked  orcund  and  an.;  too  firing  squad  in  their  position.  I 
noticed  tho  machine-guns  wore  placed  or.b.rghc  and  loft  cf  us,  tho  Tcajy- 
gunnors  in  lying  posvicn.  Bren  guno  right,  in  the  centre  and  the  firing 
squad  before  us.  (rhis  was  on  the  20th  yob,  1942) 

Despito  all  the  crying  and  meaning  wc  found  ourselves  cn  tho 
beach  facing  ckc  squad  with  O'lr  hands  tied  behind  our  backs.  c  woro  thon 
lined  up  in  two  rows  of  35  each.  ,.s  3ccn  as  wc  wero  in  lino  tho  japs 
caught  us  in  a  cress  f "re  ever  and  ever  again,  and  in  a  few  minutes  wo 
woro  oil  down,  £  foil  fax  downwards,  shot,  but  still  alive.  I  duro  not 
neve,  just  protcr.d  to  be  deal,  py  this  tho  tido  was  ccning  in,  and 
the  japs  had  ceased  fire-,  end  I  thougr.i  tho  japs  nad  left  us.  I  cculd  held 
out  no  longer.  X  want  d  tc  i<r oaths  end  the  water  got  into  my  noso  and 
mouth,  sc  1  took  a  deep  breath  .art  moved;  0 12  of  a  sudden  I  heard  the 
rattling  of  tho  gvn  v  age  in,  -nd  j.  felt  tho  burning  pain  just  at  my  loft 
sido  cf  my  body  and  gave  a  shout,  "Ck,  my  Ged, «  I'm  finished.  Though 
seriously  wcandod  and  1  am  ao:  1 1  al:.vo  and  conscious,  this  time  I  earo 
breathe  no  mere ,  but  step';  very  sti.-l.  Oucc  ogam  tnc  firing  had  ceased, 
and  I  only  hoard  tho  beating  cf  a  drum. 

I  waited  for  a  v/hilo  but  r.c  thing  happened  so  I  slowly  raised  my 
head  and  locked  around,  half  dazod  and  ir.  terrible  pain;  and  what  a 
ghastly  sighc  nab  tc”  syos .  The  sea  water  had  turned  red  Instead  of  groon, 
and  only  a  foot  away  wero  the  bodies  of  my  nutes  Cpl.  Chia  Tiong  Boo  and 
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ptc.  jolm  peter  Tun  riddled  with  billots.  ..t  the  sine  tine  I  heard  a  low 
voice  calling  for  help  just  trcc  bcdios  cv/uy  fren  Cpl.  Ti^-r*g  Ecc  and  jehn 
potcr  Ten.  I  did  net  know  shut  tc  dc,  i  durod>  net  got  up  for  fear  that 
soi.x>  japs  night  bo  around,  but  I  just  relied  tvor  the  bcdios  of  ny 
friends  end  get  tc  the  nan  whe  hud  callod  out.  He  tcld  no  that  wo  had 
bottor  got  cut  cf  the  place  quick,  1  asked  hin  hen  no  cculd  escape  when 
our  hands  wore  tied  behind  cur  bucks.  Ho  tcld  ix  tc  put  vy  wrists  in 
between  his  teeth;  I  did  so  and  he  managed  tc  reloaso  uo;  then  he  tcld 
no  that  he  had  got  u  pen-knife  in  his  peckot;  I  tcclc  the  knife  cut  and 
roloasod  hin,  and  told  hin  tc  wait.  I  tamed  tc  ny  left  this  tiuc  and  to 
ay  surpriso  I  saw  several  mere  still  alive.  I  wasted  nc  tine  and  fit  tc 
then  and  released  then.  "we  e.f  thou  had  nasty  nounds  in  their  left 
shculdersi  they  were  tnc  nor.  fren  *£•  Coy.  One  cf  then  is  naned  pto. 

Tan  Cheng  Cher.  ..nether  one  was  shet  through  the  thigh  and  ho  bolcngcd 
to  the  Fert  Canning  £ign_ls , 

,,ftcr  releasing  thon  I  tcld  thou  tc  got  cnoy  quickly.  I  got 
beck  to  tho  cno  nhc  had  released  nc,  and  I  found  that  he  was  already  dead 
Pith  a  big  wound  in  the  centre  «.f  his  threat,  caused  by  45  bullet.  I 
wasted  no  tine  but  joined  tho  other  tnc  and  get  out  cf  the  place.  7e 
cculd  hardly  stand  up,  but  wo  crawled  tc  seno  lcllang  bushes  where  wo 
rostod.  v.'e  caked  each  other  whore  tc  gc  after  this,  and  cno  cf  then  said 
that  wo  mot  keep  going  tc  tho  loft.  7c  cranlod  sene  distance  thon  had 
another  rest  2nd  nust  have  fallen  asleep,  as  wo  wore  sc  tirod  ard  hungry 
duo  to  heavy  less  cf  bleed.  (Tula  was  in  the  evening  cf  tho  20th  Feb 
1942.)  i  wcke  up  at  the  break  of  dawn,  and  get  tc  the  one  noarost  to  nc, 
but  I  cculd  net  find  tho  other  two  with  tho  broken  shoulders.  They  had 
gene  while  I  was  asleep. 

l,y  friend  said  that  wo  i_ust  keep  cn  geing,  s>.  we  kept  cn 
crawling  for  about  200  yards  where  we  found  sctic  blocd  stains  alcng  cur 
paths.  On  and  cn  we  fcllowod  the  trail  of  the  bloodstains  till  wo  reached 
scuo  Kilcy  villages,  where  we  sen  seix  woll -dressed  Kploys,  but  wo  darod 
net  gc  tc  then  fer  fear  tint  wo  night  encounter  souo  jeps,  but  wo  called 
to  then  end  they  turned  i\und  and  saw  ue,  end  askod  us  what  wo  wanted. 
They  refused  tc  assist  us,  but  eventually  wo  get  cv/uy.  Later  wo  ccn- 
tactcd  sene  British  soldiers  who  tock  us  tc  a  Field  ..nbuluncc  Unit  whero 
cur  wounds  were  treated,  j 
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(Signed)  ,.0I!G  S3J7  JOOi:. 

Statement  nude  tc  nc  at  S'pero  12  Feb,  194&. 

.  (signed)  7.  TOTHVN*  hPjer. 

O.C.  Civil  .'/fairs  vxr  Crimes  investigation  section 

Singapore. 

Examined  by  no  with  criminal  affidavit  and  cortifiod  to  bo  a  truo  copy. 

(Sighed)  p.S.  L.I.BE,  Lt.Cc loncl. 

17  ..pril  46.  7u'iG  ..-ar  Crimes,  HQ  .JLFSILi. 
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